Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 TANANA 01197 100541Z 
16 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 AID-05 /079 W 

123242 

R 091405Z IUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 741 1 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
USUN NEW YORK 0226 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TANANARIVE 1 197 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CN, FR, MA 

SUBJECT: COMORO ISLANDS INDEPENDENCE 

1. PRESIDENT OF MALAGASY SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL DIDIER 
RATSIRAKA SENT MESSAGE JULY 8 TO AHMED ABDALLAH (AS PRESIDENT 
OF COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT OF COMOROES) CONGRATULATING HIM ON 
COMORIAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

2. PERTINENT TEXT OF RATSIRAKA MESSAGE ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL 
MALAGASY NEWS AGENCY IS AS FOLLOWS: "IN THE NAME OF THE MALAGASY 
PEOPLE, SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, GOVERNMENT, AND MYSELF, 
WE SEND OUR PERSONAL BEST WISHES FOR YOU AND FOR THE PROSPERITY 
OF THE COMORIAN PEOPLE. WE WARMLY SALUTE THE COURAGEOUS 
DECISION YOU HAVE TAKEN IN PROCLAIMING THE INDEPENDENCE OF 

YOUR COUNTRY. HOWEVER, THE STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIALISM, 

THE FORCES OF REACTIONARIES AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT DICTATE THAT 
THE PEOPLE OF THE COMORES REMAIN MORE UNITED AND VIGILANT 
THAN EVER." 
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3. EMBASSY COMMENT: 

RATSIRAKA'S STATEMENTSTRIKES US AS COMPROMISE BETWEEN 
SILENCE AND FORMAL RECOGNITION. LOCAL PRESS HAVE GIVEN 
FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE TO DEVELOPMENTS IN COMORES FOR PAST 
THREE DAYS BUT ALL REPORTING HERE HAS BEEN BASED ON AFP 
WIRE SERVICES WITHOUT LOCAL COMMENT. 
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